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‘Wrong ITT-JEE questions
again this year’

PATNA, 4 MAY: Like last year, ques-

tions for the IIT-JEE examination |

were found to_ be wrong, maths
wizard and founder of Super-30
~ Anand Kumar has claimed.

Mr Anand, whose efforts to help
underprivileged students get
through the tough competitive
examination were recognised
world-wide, said the problem had
been detected soon after the
examination, but it was confirmed
after the JEE uploaded the answers
to three questions yesterday.

Talking to PT], Mr Kumar said it
was strange that instead of accept-
ing the mistake, the authoritics
had once agzin resorted to aver-
age marking, which, he believed,
would affect meritorious students

adverscly, o

In respeet of one question each

in chemistry {@ No. 23) and math-

“ematics (Q No. 60) of Paper 2, the
JEE authorities wrote that all stu-
dents would get zero mark for it.

This means that the problems
are wrong and cven those stu-

dents who still made an atempt
to solve them would get zero

mark. Similarly, in quegtion aum- -

ber 6 of physics, there should be
one right choice, but two choices
have becn given,” he explained.

~ He lamented
this trend of setting wrong ques-
tions had been going on for the
last three years due to ‘callous-
ness’ on the part of the question-
scrters. ,

Last year, he pointed out, ques-

tions worth 18 marks had been
detected wrong and later average
marks were given. -

Mr Kumar (in inset photo) said
that two years ago it came to light
that Hindi-medium students had
been discriminated against due to
low marking.

This does injustice to the meri-
torious students, as they suffer
due to average marking. What is
more, such things raise 2 question

" mark over the UTs credibility and -

shakes students confidence,
Anand lamented.

It is high time, he said, the
authorities worked out a fool-
proof -mechanism to prevent -
repeat of such mistakes in future, |
as the ITJEE i a prestigious

- examination, he said.

. “The teachers should test the f
answers by solving them before

‘sending them for print, he felt, Mz

Kuamr had a few days ago submit-
ted 2 detailed proposal to HRD
minister Kapil Sibal regarding IIT-

JEE reforms. pti ;
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II'T-B senate debates
proposed admission
process and criteria

Bhavya Dore

® bhavyadore@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: A Lwo-part admission
procedure, only board marks
to determine eligibility and
reforms only [rom 2014: Lhese
were among the general points
of agreement at an Indian
Institute of Technology-
Bombay (II'T-B) senate meet-
ingr on Friday.

The senate was debating the
report of a senate subcom-
mittee on Joint Entrance
Exams (JEE) submitted to the
director last month, which had
suggested these points. The
JEE determines entry to the
1Ts.

The special meeting was con-
vened todiscuss the report after
the ministry asked the II'Ts Lo
come up with their own reforms
proposals following opposition
from Lhe senales of LI'T-Kanpur,
IIT-Bombay and IIT-Delhi on
the proposed reforms.

The ministry's reforms
include using a candidate’s
board marks based on a nor-
malised percentile score in
drawing up the merit list. They
also want Lo implement the
reforms from and had sug-
gested reforms be ushered in
[rom 2013 ilsell.

The IIT-B subcommitlee
report recommended that can-
didates first appear for a
national sereening test in April,
followed by a second stage test
(akin to the JEE) in May to
determine entry Lo the 1ITs.
The report had also said that
board marks only be used for
the purposes of eligibility to
write the test and not to deter-
mine admissions to the 1I'Ts.

“The senate will draw up a
resolution with these key
points based on the consensus
at Friday's meeting,” said an
official who attended the meet-
ing. “The main issue is not to
implement the reforms from
2018 and to have a two-stage
process without board marks
for now.” A document based on
the discussion will be linalised
by Monday and forwarded to
the II'T council meeting sched-
uled for May 12, II'T-B direclor
Devang Khakhar declined to
comment on the issue,

The report had also recom-
mended that the second stage
test, or the JEE, be a subjec-
tive-type test “based on con-
ceptual understanding, analyt-
ical thinking and problem solv-
ing abilities", with separate sec-
tions for Maths, Physics and
Chemistry.
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AIIMS alumnus, engineer
from IIT top Civil Services

Thirteen candidates from Delh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 4

§ MANY as 13 can-
didates from Delhi
re among the top 25

who cleared the Civil Services
Examination 2011 on Friday.
AIIMS alumnus Dr Shena
Aggarwal topped the exami-
nation, conducted by the
Union Public Service Com-
mission, in her third attempt
while IIT electrical engineer
Prince Dhawan ranked third
in his first attempt.

And for the second
straight year, the top two posi-
tions have been bagged by
women. The second rank was
secured by Rukmani Riar, a
Master of Arts (Social Entre-
preneurship) from the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS), Mumbai,

Shena Aggarwal (23) was
born and brought up in Ya-
munanagar in Haryana. She
completed her MBBS at Al-
IMS in 2009. Daughter of a
dentist, she topped the CBSE
Pre Medical Test (PMT) in
2004 and is already training
for the Indian Revenue Ser-
vice(IRS) in Nagpur. In the
2010 Civil Services Examina-
tion, she ranked 305.

Aggarwal told Newsline
she would use her back-
ground in medicine tochange
the face of public health as an
administrator, “l am elated. 1
don’t think people expect to
top the UPSCin their wildest
dreams, The phone hasn’t
stopped ringing. To be hon-
est, the news isyet tosink in,”
she said.

She attributes the jump to
Rank 1 to diligent prepara-

SHENA AGGARWAL
RANK 1

OF THE TOP 25 candidates,
13 appeared from Delhi;
three from Jaipur, two each

- from Mumbai and Chandi-
garh; and one each from Hy-
derabad, Chennai, Dispur,
Patna and Jammu.

AMONG THE 25 candidates,
six have made to the merit lift
in their first attempt; seven in
second attempt; nine in third
attempt; and one eachin
fourth, fifth and sixth
attempts,

tion in her chosen subjects —
medicine and psychology.
“When it comes to prepara-
tion for the UPSC, there can
be no shortcut, Obviously,
since I had taken the exam
once before, I had a certain
edge. There were no sur-
prises this year,” she said.
“Though I was happy in
the IRS, I wanted to clear
the IAS. I knew I could
work in managing the

country’s healtheare prob- |

lems properly, only in this
area.” Despite her busy
IRS training schedule in

i figure in the UPSClist of top 25

RUKMANI RIAR
RANK 2

3RD ATTEMPT FOR9 OF TOP 25

AS MANY AS 12 candidates
have already been recom-
mended to services ather
than IAS on the basis of Civil
Services Examinations of
previous years, ’

THE TOPPERS include
alumni from some of the
premier educational institu-
tions of the country includ-
ing AIIMS, M and I1%s. An
alumnus of London School

of Economics also figures in

the top 25.

Nagpur, she dedicated 5-6
hours a day in preparing
for the 2011 examination.,
For 22-year-old Prince
Dhawan, congratulatory
phone calls after announce-
ment of examination results,
are not new. A gold medalist
from IIT, he was the topper in
the dual degree B.Tech and
M. Tech course in electrical
engineering in 2011, and was
also declared the all-round
best student of his batch,
Dhawan said that while
there was no secret to how he
cracked the examination in

H

PRINCE DHAWAN
RANK3 -

his first attempt, proper plan-
ning in studies contributed
largely to his success.

“I started plannirfg from
the middle of 2009. I had
short term plans, which
were daily and wetkly tar-
gets and long term plans
where I would map out how
much of the syllabus I
would complete in 3-4
months or longer. I started
studying for my second sub-
ject which was public ad-
ministration much later, in
May 2010. My first subject,
electrical engineering, [
was studying anyway. Other
than that, I turned to news-
papers for general knowl-
edge,” he said.

Dispelling the myth of “ail

“work and no play,” Dhawan

was involved in extracurricu-
lar activities throughout his
college life. “In college, I de-
bated and taught juniors. In
my final year, I became a
teaching assistant at the ITT.1
was also involved in a com-
munity service programme. I
never gave up on any of these
and, therefore, needed a plan
of action for my studies,” he
said, C
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This winner never had
a second plan because
success IS what mattered

Vijetha S.N

NEW DELHI: As soon as you en-
ter the room, you know. It is
quite obvious. Half the room
is taken up by piles of books
and a desk, and the other is
half divided between a bed
and mountain piles of The
Hindu. The room belongs to a
winner, someone who does
not think of losing or a Plan B.
The room in question belongs
to 22-year-old Prince Dha-
wan, who aced this year’s Civ-
il Services by finishing third
among 243,003 candidates
who appeared for the exam
this past October-November.
“I never had a second plan
‘because if you do then, that
makes you comfortable with
failure,” he says matter-of-
factly. Prince has never let
failure happen to him, ever. “I
was a topper all my life, I
‘topped the Central Board of
Secondary Education, I got a
gold medal in ITT for being an
all-rounder,” he says. :

Prince “from Chandigarh
has made Delhi his home for
years now, IIT-Delhi being
the place where he - first
thought he might ‘actually
make a good IAS officer.
“When I was in third year, I
first started th]nkmg about
it,” he says.

The electrical engineer was
finally able to act on his goals
after graduation. “I got a
house, I made a plan and I
stuck to it religiously.”

Two of his best friends
were his study companions.
Combined studies more often '
than not result in a party of
sorts but not for this sdrious
trio. “We had, you know, cer-
tain rules,” he says cryptical-

P-2

WINNER ALL THE WAY: Prince Dhawan, who stood third in Civil Services exam,
at his residence in New Delhi on Friday. PHOTO: R. V. MOORTHY

\

ly.

ing dinner” are only some of

Suddenly v151ble isaposter the commandments. The last

occupying centre-stage on

the blank wall in front of the '

bed. “Code of Conduct in
study hall,” it proclaims, be-
fore listing the holy com-
mandments that these young
men have lived by for the past
one year,

“Less talk, more study, no
"teasing remarks on each Gthy, :
er's study habits and daily

schedules, no use of laptop in’.

study hall without head-
phones, no use of laptop dur-

s

one reads: “Maintain silence
and peace of mind.”

“The only thing marring
my happiness is that these
friends have not made it this
year. We were together since
school, then we went to IIT,
and then we started this also
together,” he discloses.

, 'S0 what. really clicked for
Prince? “The personality test
was the_toughest. It is not
something that can be learnt
from a texthook, it is based on

whe you are and how you pre-
sent yourself.”

So how did Prince, who so
carefully planned his study
schedule, manage?

“Well, reading newspapers
like The Hindu everyday. I
did not read it, I studied it
thoroughly. I made notes and
hated to miss even one page.
The exams these days want
people to come with their
own opinions, the news re-
ports informed me and let me
form my own opinions,” he
says.

+
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Vanlta Srivastava
m Vanita.shrivastava@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: A survey conduct-
ed on happiness by the IIT-
Bombay shows that onan -
average, students are unhap-
py with themselves, an arti-
cle in the [atest students
newsletter Insight revealed.
The tool for testing was
the Oxford Happiness
Questionnaire developed by
psychologists Michael Argyle
and Peter Hills at Oxford
University — a compact

Times, ND 5/05/2012 P-8
STATE OF MIND:

IIT-B students
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re low on happiness quotient

gcale for the measurement of  Worry Be Happy. . often faced with tough choie-  the mounting stress," the
psychological well being, The 72 second-year under-  es both on the aca- article says.

The average individual graduate students who took  demic and extra- P W When asked to
usually receives a score of the survey scored an average  curricular front. - m answer the question
4.3, People with scores below  of 321, which is significantly ~ The impor- el ) PP? — There is a gap
that are adjudged as unhap-  lower than any other demo- tance of these 9, N / between what [
pier than average and those ~ graphic surveyed. choices only *  would like to do and
with scores above it are Women scored marginally  increases n what T've done —
described as being happier. better than men with an asthe - 80% respondents

The test conducted on average score of 3.44 versus  years go &) agreed. .
more than 200 respondents 334, The inferences are Y an 2 “But when asked if they

found that the average score
was 343, significantly lower
than the average score
observed in other cases, says
the article titled — Don't

many ranging from academ-
ic pressure to inability to
eope with extra-curricular
activities,

"Once in IITB, they're

often find
less-than-
perfect ways
to cope with

felt optimistic about
their future, most stu-

dents in the 4th and 5th
year of the UG courses

Nmresponded in the affirmative.

Business Line ND 05-May-12

IIT students to organise
educational yatra

Patna, May 4

IITians for youth (IFY), an organisation of students
from 11T Kharagpur, will erganise an educational yatra
for the students of Bihar which aims to provide quality
learning and create awareness among rural and
underprivileged students. The organisation, in
association with Bihar Police, will be organising this
Yatra from May 5 to May 25. During the campaign the
students will be given guidance and will be shown the
proper approach towards studies. The team will visit

Gaya, Aurangabad, Rohtas, and Kaimur and some Maoist-
affected areas. Altogether 12 members of the IFY are from
Bihar. — PT1
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Heena Khan

Want to get between the covers?
Ahem, the book covers? Creative lan-
guage, strong imagination and an ob-
serving nature are essential skills for
aspiring fiction writers. But, of late, it
appears that the ability to bell the
CAT or crack ITT-JEE is fast becom-
ing another necessary qualification.

Glance at the fiction bestsellers list
today and chances are, that a gradu-
ate from an IIT or an IIM is ruling
the charts. Chetan Bhagat set the
trend. Soon, a host of biz-kids with
white collar jobs started jotting down
their experiences, Karan Bajaj, San-
geeta Mall, Ajay Mohan Jain, Prash-
ant John, Nilesh Srivastava, Paritosh
Uttam, Swati Kaushal, Sidin Vadu-
kut, Anirban Mukherjee ... it's a long
list,

So what is so special about these
campuses that are making them turn
out not just top engineers and man-
agement whiz kids, but also a crop of
authors? “An TIM/ILT graduate typ-
ically works in a cross-cultural envi-
ronment. He has exposure to
interesting minds, travels to multiple
geographies and it is his rich experi-
ences that become a fertile ground to
pull out stories,” says banker-turned-
writer, Ravi Subramanian, an IIM-
Bangalore alumni.

WINNING STREAK

Subramanian, the award-winning
author of four bestselling books — If
God Was a Banker (2007), I Bought
the Monk’s Ferrari (2007), Devil in
Pinstripes (2009) and The Incred-
ible Banker (2011) — says, “Today,
anyone with z little time and some
interesting anecdote to share can
write.”

But the one thing that differen-
tiates IIT or IIM graduates from the
crowd, he says, is their degree of as-
piration. “They are desperate for suc-
cess, Writing for them is a means to
achieving an intellectually glamor-
ous status.” Although Subramanian
claims that writing is not another
management project, he does write
in an organised methodical fashion.
That probably helps, too.

Ravinder Singh, the author of T
Too Had a Love Story, whose more
recent work, Can Love Happen
Twice, has been ruling at the top of

Chetan Bhagat

the Landmark bestsellers listand sotd
more than 1.5 lakh copies since its re-
lease in December, has a somewhat
different story to tell. Unlike the oth-
ers, he did not become an author after
passing out from B-school. Rather,
his first book helped him secure a
place at the top B-school — Indian
School of Business, Hyderabad.

“T am an author by chance. T have
never been an avid reader. I lost my
girlfriend in an accident in 2007 and
to come out of the trauma, I began to
pen my story. I wanted to share my

 griefwith the whole world,” he says.

“For me, engineering was a plat-
form which led to Infosys, and In-
fosys was where my story took place.
In fact, Nandan Nilekani was the first
person to review my book,” says

Singh.

MARKETING ANGLE

He admits though that his ISB train-
ing helped him, especially in market-
ing his books. “The theories of
negotiations, networking and brand
value have all been put to use,” he
confides. Of course, it's not that the
1IT/IIM writing brigade did not have
a creative spark to begin with, Many
of them admit to having written poet-
ry and such, but their creative in-
stincts just gotburied inthe ratrace of
competitive exams to join the top in-
stitutes, Take 8.V. Divvaakar, alumni
of IIT-Chennai and author of The
Winners Price. .

“T used to write poetry at school.
Over the years, I got caught in my ca-
reer. I am now 51 and have had the
fortune to stép back, re-plot my life
and revisit writing in a serious fash-

Engineering a good novel

ion,” he says. And how! Divvaakar is
not just churning out books, he has
penned songs like Dilli Hamari Hai,
which became an anthem during the
Commonwealth Games of 2010. He
has also written a song for Karan Jo-
har's upcoming adaption of Chetan
Bhagat's Two States,

He does admit that his IIT training
is proving handy. “The analytical and
rigorous research ability learned at
IIT helps in writing as well. L have so
far written equivalent of 100 books in
the form of analytical reports. SoI am
qualified to produce texts on which
people are ready to put their money,”
he says. “Writing isone part, but mak-
ing sure the book hits the stand and is
marketed to capture the pulse of the
generation is a2 humungous task,” he
says. Vivek Kumar Agrawal, an ITM-
Ahmedabad alumni, and author of To
Catch a Smile, To Catch a Butterfly
and Love, Me and Bullshit, too, gives
credit to the management campus for
his creative output.

An aspiring theatre actor, he has
written, acted and directed many
playsbothon and off campus. “Icould
never see a secure career in acting.
Before IIM happened, I would write
poetry for personal consumption.
However, it was only after entering
IIM thatI realised that writingcanbe
taken seriously,” he says.

“IIM was a huge confidence boost-
er and helped me assess my self-
worth,” he says. He would write for
various dormitory functionsatIIM-A
and contribute to the general notice
board. “T wrote some impromptu po-
etry for gitls and my batch mates re-
sponded well to my writing.”

WELL-TIMED
The timing is probably also right now
for aspiring writers from the ITTs and
IIMs. With platforms such as digital
coming up, writing is no longer the
preserve of the arty intellectuals.
New imprints such as Metro reads
from Penguin are also giving first-
time authors a good platform. As
Vaishali Mathur, Commissioning Ed-
itor at Penguin, says, “These are the
best times for first-time authors and
fresh writing, as both are getting ac-
cepted by readers and publishers.
There is a boom in new writing in
India”
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Reservation gets

a

DEBATE AT STEPHEN'S All faculty against reserving 40%
seats for men but supreme council’s decision may prevail

BT Correspondent

® htreporiers@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: For girls aspiring to
get admission in Delhi
University’s St Stephen's
College next year may find it a
tough job. The college's supreme
council has decided to reserve
40% of the seats for men.

Though college staff mem-
bers have trashed the decision,
it may make a comeback for
next years' admission process.

“In our meeting with princi-
pal Thampu he said the quota
will not be implemented from
this academic year. We may have
to put up a fight next year
again," said a senior faculty
member, who didn't wish to be
identified.

But while the council's deci-
sion has been denounced by all
faculty members, some do
believe that the ratio of men to
women in the college is not ideal
in humanities courses,

"There are courses such as
philosophy and English where
the percentage of male students
is merely 20%, which is not ideal
and will result in ghettoisation
of classrooms. Reservation,

= Valson Thampu, principal of
St Stephen’s College.

however, is not a way to make
deserving male candidates take
interest in the course. We need
to sit together and deliberate
upon creative ways to deal with
this imbalance,” said a senior
teacher, on condition of
anonymity.

The proposal to reserve seats
from men not only elicited neg-
ative responses from teachers
but also from students, past and
present.

"When it should pride itself
on the way it has dealt with

When it should pride
itself on the way it has
dealt with women
students, the institution
has instead taken a step
backwards.

PRAKRIT MEHRA
Ex-student

women students, the institution
has instead taken a step back-
wards. If students are capable
enough to make it into this col-
lege, their gender should not
really be a deterrent,” said
Prakrit Mehra, a student who
graduated from the college in
2010 and is now pursuing his
masters at Jawaharlal Nehru
University. .

Current students, meanwhile,
could not believe that such a dis-
cussion had actually taken place,

"This is preposterous! We
have always felt that the college
is a gender neutral environment
but if this quota comes into force
it will damage the character and
reputation of the college,” said
a MA student, who did not wish
to be named.



